
Thought for the Day Mark 10:46-52 

 Sunday 24 October is Bible Sunday, when we think about the work 

of the Bible Society throughout the world, bringing God’s message of 

hope to millions in their own languages.  A truly amazing gift and we 

thank them and their supporters for all their hard work. 

 It also marks the last Sunday of Trinity season and the rich gospel 

text is one of many examples that make the Bible so readable and so 

fascinating.  The story of Bartimaeus is a story of faith and hope, a 

wonderful combination.  It also gives us real insight to the hierarchy of 

society in Biblical times and gives us the opportunity to reflect on how 

far, or not, society has moved on. 

 It’s important to remember that this passage comes at the end of 

Mark’s gospel.  There has been a thread running through the gospel of a 

lack of appreciation of Jesus, and a lack of understanding of his power 

and what that means for the disciples and for people more broadly.   

 Last week it was James and John’s turn to get everything wrong 

by putting themselves first and thinking they were somehow more 

important, or closer to Jesus than their peers.  I find the story of 

Bartimaeus a refreshing change from some of the complexities and 

nuances contained in Mark’s gospel. 

 Jesus and his followers, I imagine quite a crowd of people, had 

been through Jericho and were coming out of the city.  Bartimaeus 

happened to be sitting by the side of the road.  We don’t know if this was 

his “usual pitch” but given how difficult it would be to navigate the 

countryside in those times, I tend to think this is where Bartimaeus may 

have felt as safe as he was going to feel.  It is clear from the text that he 

wasn’t expecting Jesus to come by.  

 Bartimaeus is sitting on his cloak, begging. As a disabled person, 

he had no standing in society at all.  There was no government support, 

he would rely on his family, any friends he might have (and they would 

have been few and far between given the Jewish laws and customs at 

that time), and of course by begging.   

 When he hears that it is Jesus coming by he begins to shout out to 

him.  Maybe he heard all the noise and asked what was going on, but he 

is very quick to make the most of the situation. This is a unique chance 

for him.  He must have heard some of the stories of what Jesus had 

done and maybe he had spent time thinking about the miracles Jesus 



has performed.  He certainly knows a lot about Jesus because when the 

crowd tell him off for shouting, (I mean how dare such an outcast from 

society even contemplate trying to catch someone’s attention? People 

would have been shocked and maybe a bit embarrassed by it), 

Bartimaeus shouts even more loudly and calls Jesus the Son of David.  

He recognises Jesus’ royal lineage.  Nowhere else in the gospel 

according to Mark do we find Jesus called by this name.  

 Then Jesus does something different too.  Instead of quietly going 

to Bartimaeus and engaging privately with him, he calls him to come to 

him and the some in the crowd relay the message.  Bartimaeus is full of 

anticipation and eagerly throws off his cloak and goes to Jesus.  The 

throwing off of the cloak is really significant.  His cloak is one of his few 

possessions, he would sit on it to beg, wrap it around himself when he 

was cold, use it as a blanket at night, so why throw it off and abandon it? 

Bartimaeus knows something momentous is about to happen, that his 

life would be changed in an instant.  

 When Jesus asks him what he wants, he doesn’t dress it up, he 

doesn’t talk about how devout a Jew he is, how often he prays, how he 

keeps the laws, he simply tells Jesus he wants so see again.  We don’t 

what illness, condition or accident caused his blindness but Bartimaeus 

has had the gift of sight and wants it back.  He knows that Jesus can 

grant him that desire.  Jesus recognises the faith Bartimaeus has in him, 

and tells him it is his faith that has made him well. 

 Bartimaeus is the only one healed in Mark’s gospel that 

immediately joins Jesus and his disciples.  He lives out his faith with 

Jesus.  The ending is significant because he follows him “…on the way.” 

In literal terms he has moved from the side to the centre of the road, 

from the periphery of society to the heart of community with Jesus and 

his followers, he belongs.  

 The message for us is both straightforward and incredibly 

complicated. It tells us that despite all the secrecy, and misapprehension 

that unfolds throughout this gospel that we can gain spiritual insight into 

the mysterious ways of God through the person and ministry of Jesus. 

 With some shouting Bartimaeus down wanting to keep him 

anonymous, others encouraging him and supporting him, and Jesus’ 

compassion, this story also gives us an opportunity to reflect on faith and 

community; and on wider society, its virtues and its shortcomings. Amen 


